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a "hollow back' is necessary because cloth of any thick-
ness would be too stiff to attach to the spine. A 'hollow'
consists of a flattened paper tube, generally made with
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one thickness, attached to the spine of the book, and
two attached to the covering material. When a 'hollow-
back3 binding is opened the spine of the book throws up
independently of the covering. (See Fig. 6.) As it is
easiest to attach a 'hollow* to a smooth spine, it has
become the custom to sink the cords of "hollow-back*
books into saw-cuts made in the backs of the section.
(See Fig. 5 a)

Sometimes hollow-back books are sewn on tapes;
great account books are sewn on webbing and have the
hollow made very stiff so that it acts as a spring to force
the actual back to throw up when the book is opened.
In leather-bound books bands are often shown on a